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elusion that many passages have come down to us in a form
never conceived by Surrey and negates Nott's slight evidence
that the lines were first written in unrimed alexandrines.
In spite of the uncertainty of the text, perhaps some few
tentative conclusions concerning Surrey's manner of writing
blank verse are worth drawing. His fondness for using the
initial trochee, especially when introducing a verse with a proper
name, seems beyond dispute, and in his verse trochees as second
feet (sometimes preceded or followed by another trochee) are
not uncommon, while examples of their use in the last three feet
can be found. Of the anapest and the spondee he makes use
but much less frequently.51 Although his most common pause
is after the fourth syllable, he uses the caesura with the greatest
freedom;52 and it is possible to find examples of his pause falling
after every syllable except the first,63 where he at times uses a
secondary pause.54 Though his use of the broken-line seems to
be confined to imitation of Virgil's broken-lines,55 almost one-
fourth of his verses are run-on lines.56 Typical of his style in
blank verse, as well as illustrative of his descriptive and dra-
matic power, are the following quotations:
With this the skie gan whirle about the sphere-
The cloudy night gan thicken from the sea,
With mantells spred that cloked earth and skies,
And eke the treason of the Grekish guile.
The watchemen lay disperst, to take their rest,
Whoes werried limes sound slepe had then opprest.
When, well in order comes the Grecian fleet
From Tenedon, toward the costes well knowne,
By frendly silence of the quiet moone. (II; 316-324).B7
61 Padelford, p. 234, cites nine anapests in Book n, but all of these except three
(11. 62, 245, 755) depend upon the pronunciation of proper names; he also cites
liaes 333, 638, 1012 as amphibrachs, two of which depend on the pronunciation of
proper names.
52 Padelford, p. 51, has computed that in Surrey's blank verse the caesura falls
after the second foot in fifty per cent of the lines and after the fourth foot in thirty
percent.
63 Such a sequence is II, 253; H, 541; H, 524; H, 664; IE, 271; n, 256; IV, 353;
n, 248.                                        M For instance: IV, 553 (Padelford, p. 168).
65 Joseph B. Mayor, Chapters on English Metre (London, 1886), p. 130, cites
IV, 292 as one unfinished line by Surrey which does not follow VirglFs usage; al-
though in Tottel's version this line has but eight syllables, in the Hargrave MS.
version (1. 291) it has ten.                M Padelford, p. 51.              " Ibid., p. 123.